
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP SCHOOL 
DISTRICT SUMMER READING 2020 
English 11 A / B (American Literature)  

Summer reading affords students the opportunity to enjoy books in a relaxed and leisurely 
setting while fostering the continued application of the valuable reading strategies and skills they have learned 
during the school year. To avoid the “summer slide,” students are encouraged to independently read numerous 
fiction and nonfiction texts. Additionally, all incoming eleventh graders enrolled in 11A or 11B will be 
required to complete the summer reading assignment listed below. 

A list of recommended books for incoming eleventh grade students can be found on the next 
page. The 11th grade English curriculum focuses on literature written by American authors. To complement 
this course work, students are encouraged to take the time to select a book that appeals to their particular 
interests.  

**If you are unable to obtain access to any of these titles, you may choose an alternative, 
grade-level appropriate book. If you are looking for an audiobook or ebook, click here for a list of websites 
where you will find a wide assortment of free and low cost titles. 

 
Assignment  

Please choose one selection from the list on page 2 or an alternative title. After reading the 
book, complete the assignment on pages 3-4. 

        Please bring the completed graphic organizer to your English class when you return to 
school in September (subject to change pending school reopening guidance from the NJ Department of 
Education). You may use your responses to complete a writing prompt that will be administered 
during the first week of school. It will receive an individual practice grade.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RwWR72v4UvUm7JRZeGgZF8fX99dkkEx8O7xESdizl1w/edit?usp=sharing


Summer Reading Booklist 11 A / 11B  

Everybody 
Sees the Ants 

A.S. King Fiction/ 
Coming 
of Age 

Lucky Linderman, 15, has been the target of bullying by a 
classmate and, after a particularly brutal attack, he moves to 
Arizona with his mother, who is fed up with her marriage. 
Staying with his uncle and aunt is anything but a peaceful 
vacation, but when Lucky meets 17-year-old Ginny, her strong 
will and courage make Lucky realize that it’s time to stand up 
for himself. Surreal elements are interwoven throughout, most 
notably Lucky’s dreams, which bleed into reality in intriguing 
ways as he attempts to rescue his grandfather and others.  

Unbroken 
(Young Adult 
Adaptation): 
An 
Olympian's 
Journey from 
Airman to 
Castaway to 
Captive  

Laura 
Hillenbrand  
 

Non-fiction 
 

On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane 
crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a 
spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on 
the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young 
lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life 
raft and pulling himself aboard. Ahead of Zamperini lay 
thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a sinking raft, 
enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater.  
 

Three Little 
Words  
 

Ashley 
Rhodes- 
Courter  

Memoir  Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent nine years of her life in  
fourteen different foster homes. Painful memories of being 
taken away from her home quickly become consumed by 
real-life horrors, where Ashley is juggled between caseworkers, 
shuffled from school to school, and forced to endure 
humiliating treatment from an abusive foster family. In this 
inspiring memoir, Ashley finds the courage to succeed - and in 
doing so, discovers the power of her own voice.  

The Darkest 
Minds  

Alexandra 
Bracken 

Science 
Fiction  

When Ruby woke up on her tenth birthday, something about her 
had changed . . . something alarming enough to make her 
parents lock her in the garage, call the police, and send her to 
Thurmond, a brutal government "rehabilitation camp." She 
might have survived the mysterious disease that killed most of 
America's children, but she and the others emerged with 
something far worse: frightening abilities they cannot control. 
Now sixteen, Ruby is one of the dangerous ones. But when the 
truth about Ruby's abilities comes out, Ruby barely escapes 
Thurmond with her life.  

 
 



HTSD 11TH Grade Summer Assignment – 2020 

Name: ________________________________ Please be sure to write in complete sentences.  
 

Book Title:  
 
 
Author:  

Setting (Time and Place):  
 
 
Narrator/Point of View:  
 

Main Character:  
 
 
 
 
 

Other Characters:  
 
 
 

Exposition  
Background information, early plot details, etc.:  

Choose a character. Describe his/her personality. Include at least two adjectives with supporting text 
evidence for each. 

Adjective/Text Evidence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjective/Text Evidence: 

Name one other character and describe his or her role in the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notable Quotes 

Quote 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this quote significant? 

Quote 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this quote significant? 

Quote 3: 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this quote significant? 

My new knowledge about the culture or social environment represented in the book: 
 

●  
 
 
 

●  
 
 
 

●  
 
 
 

Theme/Lesson Learned: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How this theme might be applied in real life: 



 


